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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-29 and 54 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-29 and 54 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 1-9, 11-16, and 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
anticipated by Yamamoto et al US PGPub 2003/0208589 in view of Battou US PGPub 
2002/0174207. 

4. With regards to claims 1, 25-29, Yamamoto teaches a network configuration 
entity configured or adapted to exclusively control a defined set of management 
functions through a secure network (Yamamoto, paragraph 0059), said secured network 
comprising a plurality of switching devices (Yamamoto, paragraph 0001), and set said 
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of management functions comprising recognition and operation (Yamamoto, paragraphs 
0119, 0128). Yamamoto fails to teach the management functions including succession. 
However, Battou teaches the management functions including succession (Battou, page 
1 paragraph 0008). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize Battou's method of succession for management 
servers because it offers the advantage of improving the viability of the network by 
providing a greater degree of fault tolerance thus ensuring that network remains 
available in the event of a management server failure (Battou, paragraphs 0005-0007) 

5. With regards to claim 2, Yamamoto as modified teaches an NCE list storing an 
indication of each device in the network that may operate as said network configuration 
entity (Battou, page 18 paragraphs 0271, 0268, 0269). 

6. With regards to claim 3, Yamamoto as modified teaches the set of 
management functions including rules for interaction between and among devices in the 
network (Battou, page 20 paragraphs 0304 through 0307). 

7. With regards to claim 4, Yamamoto as modified teaches management functions 
including device connection controls indicating port relationships in said secure network 
(Yamamoto, paragraph 0098). 

8. With regards to claims 5-6, Yamamoto as modified teaches a DCC list 
associated with one or more rules for interaction between and among devices and 
comprising definitions that logically bind a port on the network configuration entity to one 
or more ports resident in the secure network (Yamamoto, Figure 11, paragraph 0042). 
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9. With regards to claims 7-8, 11-12, Yamamoto as modified teaches the ports 
identified by the unique number that is a world wide name (Yamamoto, paragraph 
0016). 

1 0. With regards to claim 9, Yamamoto as mdoified teaches restricting 
management services to a defined set of endpoints (Battou, page 20 paragraph 0312, 
communicates with agents at OTSs). 

1 1 . With regards to claims 13-14, Yamamoto as modified teaches the network 
endpoints comprising uniquely identified device ports (Battou, page 20 paragraph 
0312). 

12. With regards to claims 15-16, Yamamoto as modified teaches the management 
functions including switch connection controls for designating devices to participate in 
the secure network (Yamamoto, paragraph 0001, paragraph 0120, Battou, page 20 
paragraphs 0302 and 0306-0307). 

13. Claims 10, 17-24, 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yamamoto et al US PGPub 2003/0208589 and Battou US PGPub 
2002/0174207, as applied to claim 1 above, and in further view of Zara et al US PGPub 
2004/0015957. 

14. With regards to claims 10, 17-24, and 54, Yamamoto as modified teaches 
everything described above, but fails to teach a MAC list for storing an indication of 
network endpoints from which management access is acceptable. Zara teaches a MAC 
list for storing an indication of network endpoints from which management access is 
acceptable (Zara, page 2 paragraph 0020). At the time the invention was made, it 
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would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to utilize Zara's MAC list 
with Battou's network management system because it offers the advantage of providing 
a method of determining that an intruder has gained access to the network (Zara, page 
2 paragraph 0020). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW L. NALVEN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3839. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8-6, 
Alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Zand can be reached on 571 272 381 1 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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